 “A Line A Day,” a five year diary from January 1, 1926 to December 31, 1931, of Lulita Crawford Pritchett of Denver, Colorado.

Background:  Original is fabric bound booklet 3 1/2 “ by 5 1/2” by 3/4.” Each page is a different date of the year, with a “memorandum” page between months, and six at the end.  Each page has 20 lines divided into 5 years (four lines per year) by dark blue horizontal lines.  Almost all entries are in black ink.

[spelling and punctuation as in originals]

AUGUST 29

Thurs 1929  Rex & Jim in car accident last night in Strawberry Park.  Jim badly cut.  Rex not hurt.  Unc. J & Rex to meals here.  Rain P.M. up valley.  Mrs. Bradley & Mrs. Leckenby called.  Mail & iron water.

AUGUST 30

Fri 1929  On hill for service berries.  Unc. J. to lunch.  Went with him to hospital to see Jim.  Letters fr. Aunt Minnie.  Warm night.

AUGUST 31

Sat 1929  Hot day.  Unc. Logan & Rex with Geo. Franz to prospect near Slavonia.  Gone all night.  Unc. John to meals here.  Aunt Minnie’s operation over.  Gathered beets in Unc. J’s garden.

SEPTEMBER 1

Sun 1929  Hot A.M. Steady rain P.M. & night.  Unc. Logan & Rex returned from Slavonia for supper.  I stayed at noon with Jim while Unc. J. ate.  Unc. J phoned mother to assure her about Jim.  She is alone in Denver house tonight.

SEPTEMBER 3

Tues 1929  School started here.  Rex enrolled.  I ironed 3 hrs. A.M. & WEP pressed Unc. J’s suits & got lunch.  Hard fitful showers.  Rex caught 3 nice trout down river.  Unc. Logan spending with Jim.  Unc. J. phoned Mother.  Pile of letters frm Grace & Aunt M.

SEPTEMBER 5

Thurs 1929  Hard rain in night & all day.  Snow on Storm Mt.  Finished ironing.  MEP & I to bath in P.M. Swam & bathed.  Unc. Logan played mouth harp & sang.  MEP made candy.  Unc. L. with Jim tonight.

SEPTEMBER 7

Sat 1929  Snowed & rained all day.  Put up 2-10# of ch.cherries (6 qts).  Rex & Unc. Logan got more ch. cherries but nearly froze doing it.  Jim came from hospital here.  Fire in haatrola.  Aunt Mary came.  Mrs. Crosswhite called.

SEPTEMBER 9

Mon 1929  Washed.  Cleared up some.  Snow on ground.  Unc. L. & Jim killed lamb.  Grandma gathered peas & flowers before frost.  Bradleys sent ice cream to Jim.

SEPTEMBER 10

Tues 1929  First killing frost.  MEP ironed.  Gdma & I put up 7 qts chokecherries.  I burned finger.  Jim to Dr.  Will have to go Denver.  Maybe operation.  Dora, Rex Gill, Art Anderson called & Aunt Mary & Elmer.  MEP & I to bath & iron water.  Check for expenses fr Mama.

SEPTEMBER 11

Wed 1929  Frost again.  Unc. Logan, MEP & I gathered 4 – 10 lb. Pails ch. cherries.  Unsettled – misty & rain.  Mrs. Hamilton took Jim to dentist.  Unc. J’s folks to supper.  Unc. J. called up Mother.  Music

SEPTEMBER 12

Thurs 1929  Sunny & nice.  Unc. John & Jim left for Denver on train.  Took 15 pts. Jelly & 2 qts also.  MEP & I gathered ch. cherries on Wdchuck.  Rex to meals.  Put up 4 qts. Ch. cherry jam.  Episcopal minister called.

SEPTEMBER 15

Sun 1929  MEP & I walk up woodchuck.  Got mt. ash berries.  Saw 12 grouse.  Little rain P.M.  Kruegers called.  Unc. John phoned fr. Denver.  Aunt Minnie came from hospital at 4 today.

SEPTEMBER 16

Mon 1929  First day of duck season.  Unc. L. & Rex got 2 – one teal, one mallard.  LWashed till P.M.  Had come fr. Denver for supper.  Fine day.  Aunt Mary phoned Denver.  Jim to hospital Thurs.

SEPTEMBER 19

Thurs 1929  Unc. Logan’s 60th birthday.  Fine day.  Got mint down river to candy.  Fruit cake icing.  Got service & oak leaves to decorate cake & table.  Supper.  Chicken pie & roast duck.  Unc. John phoned from Denver.  Jim out of operation. Jim operate on at St. Luke’s (eye).  Unc. L. mouthharp.

SEPTEMBER 23

Mon 1929  Hard rain last night.  Canned peaches.  Short walk up Woodchuck.  Iron water.  Letter from Mother about Jim.  12 bone splinters removed.  Very serious.

SEPTEMBER 26

Thurs 1929  Worked on story.  Ironed.  Gdma & Margaret & I dug vegetables & packed them to send Mother.  2 letters from Aunt Minnie.  Jim better – ate duck.  Jim taken to our home from hospital.

SEPTEMBER 27

Fri 1929  Mailed 2 boxes jelly & jam & bushel basket of vegetables to Denver.  Unc. Logan returned from Hamilton’s.  Horsetail mushrooms.  I took walk above springs – wrote & rested.  Fine clear day.

SEPTEMBER 28

Sat 1929  Mailed 6 trout Jake Groesbeck caught to Denver.  Box of pears, prunes, tomatoes fr. Denver.  Bath at 1 P.M.  Boys to football – Stbt vs. Hayden.  Stbt won.  Made grape juice.  Unc. Logan & Rex to see Elmer Brooks’ cattle.

SEPTEMBER 30

Mon 1929  Aunt Elizabeth Pritchett died Wash., D. C.  fine day.  Washed till 2 P.M.  Gdma, Unc. Logan & I went with Dora, Maude, Jacqueline, Katherine, Mr. Anderson & Dr. Colbaugh (?) at Bear Lake.  Picnic & fire.  Mother phoned fr. Denver – Unc. John home tomorrow.  Jim talked too.

OCTOBER 6

Sun 1929  Slightly cloudy.  MEP & I to bath.  Mrs. Love called.  Unc. J’s folks to supper.  Rex & Unc. John saw 3 bear & set 2 traps today.  Phoned Jim to Denver.

OCTOBER 8

Tues 1929  Cold in throat.  Rainy most of day & night.  MEP ironed.  I finished book.  Iron spring.  P.M. started down river but rained too hard.  Jim surprised us by coming on train tonight.  Brot baskets of grapes, etc.

OCTOBER 9 to OCTOBER 31

1929  Jim fishing for 12 grayling, bear hunting, deer hunting, trapping bear, rode up to bring down some horses, shot, skinned a bear, salted the hide, caught a mink, drove family to Hamilton’s.  [Lulita leaves Steamboat Springs for Denver by train in a driving snowstorm on October 31.]

NOVEMBER 12

Tues 1929  Cold but clear.  12 above 0.  Ironed.  Mother & I to town.  Put $400 ck. Fr. Unc. Grant in Midland (Aunt Annies’s).  Margaret, Aunt Minnie & Jim on train.  Mr. Anderson (Irene Goresbeck’s hus.) brot them up in car.

NOVEMBER 13

Wed 1929  Jim to Drs. Eye improving fine!  Aunt to see Dr. & spent P.M. in town.  I wrote on “Adopting an Elk” article.  Jim played banjo & I piano.

NOVEMBER 14

Thurs 1929  A.M. – MEP & Jim to see whale at Union Station & to Montgomery Ward’s.  P.M. MEP, Jim, Aunt Min & I to Aladdin to see”They Had to See Paris’ (Will Rogers.)  Evening Jim told me about beaver trapping.

NOVEMBER 15

Fri 1929  Got check from D.C. Cook (Girls’ Companion) for $13.20 for “Red Is For Courage.”  Jim left on train.  I saw him off & read at downtown library A.M.  P.M. Mother & I to Woodbury Branch & Piggly W.  Elmer Brooks & Mr. McElrath & daughter (Mary Edna) supper.  

